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D R Y I N G  T I M E S

In 2003, the Okanagan, with ts
already semi-arid cimate, was hit
particularly hard by hot wealher and
lack of moisture. The cumulative
effects of drought over the prevrous
three years resulted in low reservoir,
stream, and lake levels. Crop yields
plummeted, and our bone-dry forests
exper enced several major wild fires.

The outlook for 2004 is l ightly less
bleak than it  was in 2003 due to the
higher snow packs and precipitat ion
in January. Even with the heavy
rains in late l\,4ay, Okanagan Lake
wll not f i l l  and we are st i l l  in the
midst ol a drought cycle.

BMID has hired a water bail i f f
student who wil l  be patrol l ing the
District in an effod to improve
eff iciencies of water use. As wel,
the direclors have passed a motion
for all irrigation systems to be fitted
for flow control valves lo be installed
on either lhe sprinkler head or at the
propedy l ine. This wil  conhol the
flow of water and make sure that
owners are wlhin the Distr icts
requiremenls of 5 gpm per acre,

D o I N G  Y o U R  P A  R T

lf your watering needs are limlted to
a small lot or garden, iry ihese steps:

' ' t
W H A T  I S  A  P R E S S U R E
R E D U c I N G  V A r - v E ?

To reduce water pressure to safe
working levels, most homes are
equlpped with water pressure
reducing valves. usua ly found
immediately after the shut-off valve
that controls water supply into your
house, yo!r reduc n9 valve prevents
Pressure build uP that can stress
your pipe connections. current
building code requires thal a PRV be
instal led in any home that could
experience pfessufes greater than
85 psi.
To  ensu re  p rope r  l ong - te tm
operation ol the valve, it sholrld be
ceaned regularly. When the valve
needs cleaning, you may experience
tow wateT pressure.

M E E T  T H E  S T A F F

Cleaning your reducing valve is easy
if you follow these steps: 1. Turn off
al taps and stop al l  water use rn the
home; 2. Shut off the in-l ine vave
(shut-off valve) in your house; 3. lJse
a bucket to catch any drips; 4. Undo
the hexagon nut (a) nearest the shut-
off valve on the bottom of the unit,
and remove and rinse lhe stainless
steel screen; 5, Replace the screen
and nut and turn the water back on
slow y, checking for leaks.

Black Mountain lrr igation Distr ict supports the Okanagan University College
Water Quality Program and has this year hired two students as part of their co-
op term with the college. Both join us for a four month lerm.

.  Become familar
with the water
needs of.  your
I t e e s ,  s n r u D s ,
flowers and grass.

_ ' ' . P l a n t  d r o u o h t
resistant varleiies of plants.
Adiust automatic sorinkler svstems
lo  del ivef  less ! i /a ler  to  

'shady

zones.
Posiiion sorinklers carefullv to avoid
waterinq s dewalks and roads.
Water onLy at night or in the
eventngs,
Use onlv one above oround
sprinkler a't a iime.

Brian Mccoll is our new water bailiff and has been
spotted cruising the orchards to assist the
orchardists ln improving irrigation efficiencies. He
is also recording an inventory of our irrigation
systems and crops, and assists the works
department in their duties on lhe welter days.
Brian is a welcome addition to our works
department,

Drew All ingham is
from a family with a
long history in the
water supply industry
in Lake Colntry. Drew
is working on the less
exciting, but still very
important jobs of hydrant maintenance, installation
of blow-off valves and system flushing.

The District wish both of these summer employees
well in their studies and endeavors, and appreciate
having them work with us.



S T A F F  C H A N G E S

When Phll Ruskowsky staried as
manager of the Black lv lounlain
lrigation District, there were only 700
domestic connections. l\,4ost of the
water was diveded from l\,{isson Creek
and sprinkled over farmland.
Today, there are more ihan 6,800

a n d  m a n y

h a v e  b e e n
made to the
s y s t e m .  H i s
service and
dedicalion to
the Dislrlct has
r e s u l t e d  i n
many important
prolecG sucn

Y o U R  R I G H T  T o  K N o w

A m o n g  t h e  m a n y  l e g  i s l a t i v e
requirements, Black Mountain lrrigation
District must make what we do here
publicly accessible and transparent as

Intormation such as water quality
moni lor ing resul ls,  capital  works
planning, emergency response plans,
budgeting, yearly financial stalemenls,
along with a var ely of reports
commissroned by the Board ol
Trustees are avaiable to our users.

We will be upgrading our website's
lnformation (bmldofg) to include some
of lhis information; however, if you
would like more details, jusl conlact the
District offlce and we w ll be happy to
provide you with what you are looking
for,
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Q U A L I T Y  I M P R o v M E N T

Durng the spring ot 2004, our Waler
Trealment Operators were also busy,
The spring runoff was relatively tame
wilh the poorest quality experienced in
I\,4ission Creek due to the heavy |ains
of late l\,4ay.

In looking for methods in which to
improve ihe Water Treatment Plant's
performance, the Operators, Brian
Thofuurn and Ted Bashaw, have been
conducting a pre-oxidation pilot study.

The objective is lo determine whelher
the addilion of a pre-oxidizing agent,
w i l l  i m p r o v e  t h e  c o a g u l a t i o n /
flocculation/sedimenlation process for
particulate removal. The WTP ls
performing better lhan ever and
removes all color and particulaie
malter visible to the human eye,
however we do not have filtration on
the system. Initial resulls from the pilot
look promising, wilh an additional 20%
removal of particulale malter. lf
eveMhing proves out, we are planning
a full scale operational convercion for
the spring of 2005. Brian Thorburn will
also be looking to present lhe resulls al
the Provincial BC Water and Waste
Conference to be held in Penticton,
2005.

U P c o M I N G  P R o J E c T S
I N  T H E  D I S T R I c T
F o R  2 0 0 4

. With much of Rutland being dug
up for sewer instal lat ion, the
District objeclive is to make in
ground inslal lat ions secure as
possibie and to minimize the need
to excavate in these areas for a
l o n g  t i m e .  S u c h  D i s t r i c t
inslallations include blow ofis, new
services, and hydrants.

I V l c C u  r d y  R o a d  w a t e r m a i n
extens on is being inslalled as part
of ihe lvlcKenzie sewer extension
contracl. This \dill allow water lo
be pfovided to the flats when we
seruce our PRV#1 stalion later
rn s year.

Update Capital Plan for projecls.

Watermain flushing.

Contribute lo initiatives of the
Kelowna Joint Water Commiitee
including their  strategic plan
updale for the Kelowna Reglon.
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B E  R E S P o N S I B L E
W H E N  P L A Y I N G  I N
O U R  \ v A T E R S H E D S

. Recognize lhal you are in a
community waiershed and that
water is a priority resource,

. Stay on designated roads lo avoid
damaging soft ground such as
meadow lands and creeks,

. Pack out what you pack in.

. Go lo the bathroom away lrom
streams and lakes,

OBSERVE, RECORD, and REPORT
questionable activities to BMID at
765-5169.

as: Chlor inai ion improvements, 1988;
Belgo Dam, 1975; Stevens R€seruor
Conslruction, 1993i Water Treatmenl
Plant,  1999i and numerous other
upgrades.
After 29 years of service to the District,
Phil has decided to relire at the end ot
April. He plans lo attempt to koep up
with his wife's projecls and will still
assisl the District in monitoring upland
storage reseruolrs and faciliti6s.
Replacing him in ihe manager 's cha r
will be Bob Hrasko, an englneer who
has been the District's consulting
engineer for the pasl twelve years,
The Dislrict would also like to send
condolences to the family of Neil
IvlcKenzie who recently lost his battle
with canoer. He worked with BMID
fronr late 2000 to 2004. Noil will
always be remembered as a friend,
hard worker, and dedicated employee.

D I S T R I c T  E L E c T I o N S

BMID had a recent election of truslees
for the district. The first since 1999
saw ihree candidates running for two
positions, Heinz Koetz, Laurence
Petch, and Frank Schel l .  Heinz and
Laurence were successiul in seeking
re-election and will be serving a 3-year
term,

Your Boad of Trustees are:
Gordon lvans, Chairman
Allen Kirschner
Alfred Kempf
Heinz Koetz
Laurence Petch
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